Warning to the Pope

Stay out of Detroit

anon.

1979

You, M. Pope, are a scoundrel and a cur. The more “personable,” the more popular and accessible you become,
the more you inspire our absolute loathing for all that you represent: the self-alienation of the human subject and
the invasion of the human spirit by the forces of domination. Let it be clear: we are your implacable enemies. Per-
haps it is true that it is not you who pushes the button which sends screaming rocket bombs to annihilate whole
populations, or who orders the dumping of murderous chemicals into the water supplies, or who dispatches the
police to assassinate poets and rebels. And obviously it is true that the hullabaloo that you have stirred up with your
visit to the United States should raise no more interest than the arrival of some anonymous charlatan astrologer.
But you haven’t been ignored; you have been recognized, feted, adored, praised, gazed upon, cheered, and taken
seriously. And you do represent the internalization of the forces which make it possible for the aforementioned
crimes to continue unavenged. You are the living incarnation of the plague which legitimizes oppression, promotes
passivity, and defuses rebellion. We are warning you: stay out of Detroit if you wish to avoid a sound, well-deserved
thrashing.

—Friends of Benjamin Mendoza y Amor
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