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With the defeat of theWhite Christian Nationalist Party in the U.S. presidential election, liberals and progres-
sives are understandably relieved that the politics of racism, misogyny, xenophobia, and the rest of the right-wing
panoply were rejected by American voters, even if only by a fairly small percentage. We share that sense, but hold
no illusions about the second term of Barack Obama containing any possibility for authentic hope or change, or
even mild reform.

Not a minute after the election results were announced, the two parties of the ruling class began talking about
the need to “compromise” on questions of the budget and social programs. Read correctly, this means the contin-
uing transfer of wealth to the 1%, austerity policies for the remainder of the population, and maintenance of the
empire abroad.

What is needed is the creation of autonomousmovements to resist these attacks, but as important, is the build-
ing of structures that operate outside the confines of capitalism and begin a reconstruction of a human-oriented
society.

This issue on Education offers several models of the latter, particularly the alternative schools on a small scale,
but also the resistance of the Quebec students and their allies to tuition hikes which created a mass movement of
resistance.

Many thanks to all of those who participated in making this issue possible from readers and subscribers, to
those who volunteered their time and talents, and to our Sustainers whose extra support is so important.
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