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—and wait—for the wild power of nature—Om nama Shivaya—anything—could happen—to turn around—
scream our lungs out—protesters in Gaza—under the burning—midday sun—Om Nama Shivaya—gun shots into
the crowd—turn it off—turn it on—social programs slashed—corporate greed—protections for the environment—
eliminated—the EPA rolls back—and David Buckel—self-immolates—in the meadow—in the park—Om Nama
Shivaya—this winter—the coldest—since 1961—everyday when I hit—the sidewalk—I think—it will never end—
and yet—slowly and surely—the temperature will rise—and the might and mystery—of the cold wind—will surely
spread—Shiva—Brahma—Narayana—their seeds everywhere—Shiva—Brahma—Om nama Narayanaya—

Barbara Henning is the author of four novels, most recently, Just Like That, and seven collections of poetry. A
former Detroiter, she lives in Brooklyn and teaches at Long Island University. barbarahenning.com
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