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QUESTION: I am a serviceman in Vietnam andmy
wife thinks I am having sexual relations here. Not so.
But after arriving I noticed some pimple-like protru-
sions inmy pubic area. I went tomy sick bay where the
corpsmen laughed them off as venereal warts.

This worried me so I wrote to my wife who is a
Registered Nurse. She gave me rather a long medical
termand said theywere caused by gonorrhea. Now she
is going to sue for divorce. I have checked with a few
othermedical sources and they all say thewarts are not
caused by sexual contact.

I am rather puzzled by the whole thing and would
like to find out who is right. It doesn’t seem possible
that the service and civilian doctors could be 180 de-
grees out of line in diagnosing this problem. Pray for
peace!

ANSWER: Condyloma acuminate are warty
growths thought to be caused by a virus. Their com-
mon name, “venereal warts,” tends to perpetuate the
false belief that they are caused by venereal diseases
such as gonorrhea.

Venereal warts are seenmore frequently inwomen
than men and may appear anywhere on the vulva or
within the vagina. At first the warts are small elevated
growths the size, perhaps, of amole. Later they become
quite large giving a mulberry-like appearance. Condi-
tions which seem to favor growth of venereal warts in
females are a profuse vaginal discharge, obesity, infre-
quent bathing and pregnancy.

Treatment for venereal warts is similar in males
and females. A solution is applied directly to the warts which causes them to shrink and disappear. Often one or
more reapplications are necessary. Somemild discomfortmay be noted in the surrounding area but the procedure
is much less painful than one might imagine.

QUESTION: This is extremely important to me. I am 17 years old and I have pills so I won’t get pregnant.
The problem is that I have slept with boys but never had intercourse because it has hurt too much. Is there

anything at all I can do to lessen the pain? I am open to all suggestions.



P.S. I am not sleeping around carelessly. I have been going with my boyfriend for seven months.
ANSWER: I think you should have a gynecological examination to determine whether there is a physical ba-

sis for the pain you feel. My laboratory assistant suggests that barring any physical problem the pain will turn to
pleasure if you are free of guilt and find someone you love.

The medical term of painful intercourse is dyspareunia. One of my medical school classmates used to say “It’s
better to have dyspareunia than no pareunia at all.” But he didn’t have dyspareunia.

Dr. Schoenfeld:
In theName-the-Clit sweepstakes, one dare not overlook the unsolicited contribution proffered by Lennon and

McCartney in the lyrics of “Happiness is aWarm Gun,” i.e. “trigger.”
Inasmuch as stimulation of the clitoral switch inclines one to become turned on (and turns one on to becoming

inclined) we might say that it is the “toggle” which we tickle. Since this clit is located in the boxtop how’s about
“Cupids coupon.”Or, tomint aphrase: “bille-doux”—literally “sweet littlenut.”Not tobe confusedwith “billet-doux,”
which is a love note, not a love node.

Rev. Poland’s suggestion of “bean” might not grate as so inelegant if we think of the quim as a castanet. Love-
bud?Hump-bump?Or the succulent Elizabethanmetaphor: the pearl? To a cunnilingophile, a “lollypop.” To ahippy,
a “love bead.” To the swinger, “a local fun spot.”

And to each, his own.
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